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Ladies & Gentlemen,
My name is Il-Myung Choo from Korea. I am the President of Seong-Min Trade Marketing and also the Marketing Director of Mirror Tech Company which manufactures stainless road safety mirrors in Korea. 
I am very happy to be among you today for the occasion of the Road Safety Mirror inauguration in this historic city of Abidjan.  It gives me great pleasure to see that the mirrors are so nicely installed here at the right place to enhance human welfare. 

Actually, it took us quite some time and patience until we were able to see them installed like this, as they were first shipped from Korea almost 2 years ago on July 2007.

For this effort and patience, I would like to extend my special thanks to Mr. Yessoh Koffi Louis who is my business partner here in Cote d’Ivoire, as he had first thought about the importation of the traffic mirrors into this country.
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to the Minister of Education, the Assembly Member, representatives from Abidjan city, the National Express Way
Construction & Security Office, NGO, the nearby University & College for their concern and support with the mirror inauguration. 
Of course I, together with Mr. Yessoh, would like to deliver our warm welcome to you all who have taken your precious time in order to take part in this occasion.  

As you can see here, road convex mirrors help drivers and pedestrians secure visibility where adequate visibility is not possible under normal driving speed.      Road accidents are a human tragedy that result in health, environmental and social problems, and have significant impacts on national economic growth strategies.        In this connection, I think that your government needs to give high priority to road safety in its efforts to improve the way the road network is operated and used, help eliminate the loss of lives, and promote poverty reduction and economic development.                                                                             
Adverse impacts of road accidents on the economy is characterized as follows;                                                                                  - First, huge economic loss for a country as a whole.                                              – Second, road accidents disproportionately harm low-income groups such as pedestrians, bicycle and motorcycle riders, and long-distance bus users.                In some African countries more than 70% of those killed on the roads are young breadwinners. We cannot afford to lose these young people, who represent the future for their families, communities and their nation.                                             – Third, road accident costs have a significant adverse impact on the government’s fight against poverty, and on the scarce medical resources.                                   – Fourth, increasing accidents create a burden on the scarce resources of road agencies. 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), road traffic injuries could rank third among causes of death and disability in Africa by 2020, ahead of malaria and HIV/AIDS. Studies show that Africa records 28 deaths per 100,000 population annually, making it the highest in the world. Road accidents also exact an enormous toll on the economic resources of the continent, accounting for an estimated 2 per cent of the region's GNP (approximately USD10 billion), mainly for the importation of medicines, hospital equipment, vehicle spare parts, and other needs.                              So, I would like to reiterate this vital link between action on road safety and achievement of wider development objectives, because I think that we can achieve results only after having adequate resources.
In some emerging economies road accident deaths are predicted to double by 2020. Road injury prevention is not recognized as a policy priority in many developing countries, faced as they are with so many competing issues of poverty and public health. Yet in some countries almost half the hospital beds are being taken up by road injury victims, and the economic cost of road crashes to developing countries is estimated by the World Bank at up to USD100 billion a year.                            It is becoming clear that road injury has a serious impact on the wider development goals we are all trying to achieve.
I hope that this mirror inauguration could provide a powerful platform to help raise this important issue up the national agenda.                                                  I hope it is successful in raising awareness amongst the public, media and decision makers.
Thank you ~
We, the Lamp of the East, help in the materialization of your reputation and in the
implementation of your dreams!
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